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“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

–– Matthew 6:33 

 

 This is a well-known verse in Christian circles.  Most of the time it is read to mean 

that if we do what God wants us to do, if we seek His will, work for Him, and measure up 

to whatever standard we believe the Lord is placing upon us, He will reward us by giving 

us things.  We don’t mean to, but somehow our minds revert back to a works-based 

system of relating we believe that, if followed correctly, will guarantee our earthly 

security and happiness. 

 To seek God’s kingdom first most certainly means that anything else we are seeking 

must be a distant second, at best.  If we are to really take Jesus at His word, our lives will 

be turned upside down as we strive to learn Christ at the cost of anything else we need or 

desire.  For this is not just a beautiful saying but a stark, sobering reality.  To seek first 

the kingdom means that nothing else – nothing else – can be first.  Into this “nothing 

else” category would fall the fulfillment of basic needs for survival, along with the 

pursuit of dreams, earthly security, and the desire to better oneself. 

 There is, then, a price to be paid for seeking first the kingdom.  If a believer chooses 

not to seek the earthly things that have sustained him up to this point, he will most 

certainly experience a period of deathlike weakness that can be most trying and even 

devastating.  Seeking first the kingdom cannot be based upon a system of works so that, 

if we suffer for God long enough, we will get what we want in the end. 

 A believer who does comprehend the need for a season of lack can come to a 

second and most dangerous misunderstanding: that suffering, weakness, death is an end 

unto itself, and the suffering that we experience in seeking God’s kingdom proves our 

spirituality or closeness to God.  I say this is a dangerous misunderstanding because here 

we see the believer leaving out the reason for manifesting the weakness found in Christ’s 

death: resurrection and the increase of the Son!  Instead, the believer is left in a deathlike 

state that is devoid of all life, thinking that this is what pleases the Father.  Such a 

believer could not be more mistaken.  God desires a filling and increase, not indefinite, 

paralyzing death. 

 Some people think a state of poverty is a sign of sacrificial living and therefore 

spirituality.  Others think that the amassing of earthly wealth is a sign of God’s favor 

upon those who are closest to Him.  Christ will not be found in either of these erroneous 

beliefs.  For Him, the increase of the kingdom can only be defined as life out of death – 

or to be more exact, His life out of His death. 

 God does not just strip us of things and leave us in a weakened state simply for the 

sake of doing so.  What do the Scriptures say of Jesus?  “Looking unto Jesus, the author 

and finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame…”  Not even for Jesus was death the goal, but the means to an end.  If, during 

your time of seeking first the kingdom, you experience a season of humbling and poverty 

– be it in the realm of earthly possessions or something else – it is only for the purpose of 

the kingdom coming in you. 



 Coming to emptiness, weakness, lack, and nothingness is only for the purpose of 

filling all things with Christ.  He is not stripping us just for the purpose of us having 

nothing.  Seeking first the kingdom does require a loss of self and the stripping away of 

things but not simply to remain in a state of lack.  The Father strips us to clothe us with 

Christ, empties us that we might be filled with Christ. 

 As believers, we are under the new covenant, or at least, we are supposed to be.  We 

ought to understand that whatever God gives to us is in no way related to our behavior.  

We do not “earn” gifts from God!  Whatever He chooses to provide for us comes out of 

His nature of love, not out of some cosmic rewards system.  On a more personal level, the 

Lord is moved by one thing, or person, actually: His Son.  He delights in His Son and in 

the expression of Him through His body.  If God were to be moved to give things to us, 

the reason would certainly be for the increase of God’s government in the earth. 

 What I believe Jesus is saying in Matthew 6:33 is that natural things are added to 

those who have been utterly separated from them in turning to seek first the kingdom 

because those earthly things can now be filled with Christ.  Whatever is added, is added 

for the purpose of God’s government coming in the earth. 

 In the Father’s mind, nothing is about us gaining or losing things, and neither of 

these experiences are indicators of how spiritual we are.  In the Father’s mind, it is all 

about Christ.  When we empty ourselves of everything to seek the kingdom, our Father 

can fill us with Christ and expand our means to do so in the earth. 

 To truly seek first the kingdom as God intends can only lead to a time of weakness 

and death in the experience of the believer.  Nevertheless, you will be raised up on the 

wings of the Son’s resurrection, and when you are, you will find all these things 

effortlessly added to you without the danger of chaining you to an old creation existence.  

Instead, they will have been redeemed unto the Lord for His purposes, for as Christ 

governs you, He also governs the things that are given you. 

 It is one more way in which we can see the manifestation of the reality of life 

coming out of death.  We are to hand ourselves over to the hands of our Father and 

content ourselves with Him alone.  As we seek only His way in the earth, He will supply 

us with everything necessary to continue that expression, for He honors the resurrection 

of the Son wherever it finds it.  

 

 

 


