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 The Scriptures depict so many facets of our relationship with the Lord that it is 

difficult to know where to begin when trying to comprehend what the Lord is saying to us 

on the matter.  There are two primary sides to our relationship with the Lord, however, 

that include all others.  To know the Lord in these two aspects of relationship will bring 

about the fullness of union both in the believer’s understanding and in his every day walk.  

The two aspects of relationship are these: we are in Christ, and Christ is in us. 

 These two make up the whole of our relationship with God.  Every other kind of 

relationship that the Scriptures describe for us are somehow bound up with one of these 

two aspects of knowing the Lord.  Knowing the Lord in this way is the only way that our 

knowing of the Lord will be according to His desire and pleasure.  Knowing the Christ in 

whom we are and Christ in us is God’s full thought and intention for Christ in reference 

to His people.  The two ways of relating are actually bound up with each other, with each 

side of the relationship complementing and fulfilling the other. 

 The believer who chooses to “narrow” his search for Christ to these two ways of 

relating will find himself in the realm of the Father’s pleasure in His Son.  The believer 

will find the Father’s heart here, the Father’s name here, indeed, the very fullness of the 

Godhead here.  There is nothing that the Father wants us to know of Him that can be 

found outside of Christ.  If this sounds too confining, if it seems to restrict one’s pursuit 

of the Lord to one small and limiting subject, then may I suggest that you that Christ is 

much bigger than what you think He is at present. 

 Do not despair!  The bigger Christ is, the more of Him there is to know!  His 

vastness is not a negative reflection upon us, as if we have somehow failed because we 

have not yet come to know everything there is to know about Christ.  Rather, to recognize 

that Christ is much larger than you first thought should be an invitation to ask the Holy 

Spirit to reveal Christ. 

 I would like to dedicate the next few newsletters to (exploring/explaining) each of 

these relationships and how they relate to each other.  I hope that this little series will 

assist each believer in being rooted in Christ as well as in his daily living of Christ. 

 

Part One: 

In Christ—A Relationship of Completion 
 

 To describe In Christ Reality, I will use the word “completion”.  In truth, there is no 

one word to describe being in Christ, as Paul’s epistles can attest, for Paul frequently 

stumbled over himself in long, run-on sentences as he attempted to describe the 

grandness and profundity of being in Christ.  I choose the word “completion”, then, not 

because it says everything there is to say, but because everything God wanted, He put 

there.  Everything He is, He placed there.  Everything He wanted to create, He created 

there.  Everything He wanted to love, He placed there.  In Christ, there is no work left to 

be done, no need that must be filled, no failure to be forgiven.  Everything the Father 

desired, Jesus accomplished in His death, burial, and resurrection. 



 When we relate to the Father by Christ, we approach by the finished work.  There is 

everything that the Father desires and nothing that He doesn’t.  Because sin and the entire 

old creation was put away in the death of Christ, in Christ relating is a place of favor and 

blessing.  We can neither add nor take away from what Jesus completed in His cross. 

 The author of Hebrews communicated all of this in a nutshell when he wrote, 

“…when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 

high” (Heb. 1:3).  Jesus sat down after His ascension because the Father was satisfied that 

there was nothing left to be done but to bring us into in Christ relating in our 

understanding. 

 

 Completion – Only Spiritual Reality   

 In Christ reality does not have any sense or feel of the defiling ways of the flesh 

about it.  It is a new creation, utterly heavenly in nature.  This relationship that does not 

in any way interface with the material creation is described in several different ways to 

help us understand that this is so. 

 In Ephesians chapter five, Paul tells us that the creation of woman was a type of 

Christ’s relationship with the church.  As Eve was created from Adam’s rib during a 

sleep like unto death, even so was the church brought forth out from Christ in His death.  

She is made from what is Christ.  She has no history or relationship prior to the cross.  

She began when Jesus was raised from the dead.  Therefore she was never in sin.  She is 

only found in Christ. 

 John used the cherubim in Revelation chapter four to describe the new creation.  

They are four, and yet they are one heavenly creature who dwells around and among the 

throne of the Lamb, whose four faces depict as one the fullness of Christ.  The 

strangeness of this four-in-one creature is due to the fact that our minds are so dominated 

by the material that spiritual reality does not make sense to us.  As God dwelt between 

the wings of the cherubim in type, even so in the true, He dwells in the midst of His 

raised, heavenly body.  This is no earthly creature.  Indeed, it would find no place to 

dwell on earth if it came here.  Instead, it remains with the Lord, always beholding Him 

(hence the eyes) and responding to whom it beholds. 

 John often takes the time to describe what is NOT found in Christ so that the 

readers might come to understand how completely the new creation is made from 

something other than earth and flesh.  And not only that, but that the earth and the new 

creation can in no wise co-mingle.  They do not mix.  Anything that is not of Christ will 

never be found in Christ: not Satan, the flesh, the carnal mind, or the sin nature. 

 I John 3:5 says that there is no sin in Christ.  In Revelation 21:4, we see that in 

Christ there is no death, sorrow, crying, pain.  Why?  Because the curse that caused all of 

these things has been removed by the cross.  In Christ, we are highly favored as though 

we were Christ – because we have been created out from Christ in the same manner in 

which Eve was created from Adam’s rib!  Revelation 21:27 and 22:15 describe what is 

not “in”: anything that defiles, the working of abomination, the making of lies, and so on.  

While such making of lists might spark fear in the heart of the one who tries to enter in 

by his own righteousness, one who has seen the Lord will know that what was created out 

from Christ is none of these things.  The make-up of the new creation forbids it.  Its 

nature is the nature of Christ. 



 We can only be in Christ because we were taken out of one creation by death and 

created in another.  Who we were in the old creation is not who we are in Christ, for there 

can be no mixture between the realms.  There is nothing of ourselves that is good enough 

to qualify for in Christ relating, so we were put to death in Christ’s death and raised up as 

members of His body.  This is why we do not drag our sins and flesh into Christ. 

 

 The Eternal-ness of it 

 Another aspect of in Christ relating is that its completion and success is in no way 

based upon any believer’s performance or even existence.  In this sense, this relationship 

of completion has nothing to do with you or me.  The Father thought up His eternal plan 

before we were ever created.  And if you and I never existed, that would have absolutely 

no bearing on the creation of this plan.  If every believer remained ignorant of this 

relationship, it would still be true.  We are not placed in Christ once we know of it; we 

have been in Christ since the day we received the Lord. 

 The Son brought this relationship into being without our assistance.  He alone bore 

the old man and his offending nature and actions to the cross.  He alone willingly gave 

His life for something too great for any fallen creature to conceive of.  He alone came out 

from the grave that day as the living Head of a new, many-membered body that had yet to 

be manifested.  The Father’s heart and the Son’s completed work hold the whole thing 

together.  We can neither defile it or improve upon it. 

 This relationship in which we find ourselves complete without having done 

anything is true whether we believe it or not, whether we ever come to see it or not.  The 

Father will always relate to us as though it were true, even if we never come into the 

understanding of it.  It so because the Father had it in His heart that it would be so and 

because the Son did the work to make it so.  It is a covenant between the Father and the 

Son that no human hand can defile or annul.  Now that the work is finished, Jesus is at 

rest, seated above at the right hand of the Father.  He has entered into his resting-work of 

the high priest, interceding for all of His own that they might be brought into this glorious 

relationship in their understanding. 

 All we can do is believe into it.  We cannot feel it, and we do not even experience it.  

Placing us in Christ already happened.  The work was finished before we were born.  

Experientially, we were not there, nor were we meant to be.  What happened at the cross 

to bring us into Christ was something that only the Father and Son could experience and 

still be raised up to tell about it. 

 

 The Father’s Heart 

 Implicit in every point made thus far is that we have been placed in Christ.  What 

might not be so clear as yet is that the Father is also in Christ.  Colossians is clear on this 

very thing.  Colossians 1:19 says that all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell in 

Christ.  Colossians 2:9 says all of the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ.  (The 

point made in that verse about the body I will not address here.) 

 If we want to know the Father, if we want to know what makes Him tick, so to 

speak, we must look at Christ.  Everything there is to know about the Father we will find 

in Christ.  Ephesians chapter one tells us several times that this in Christ reality was 

brought about according to the good pleasure of the Father’s will – because it brings the 



Lord pleasure to have a relationship with us like that.  It brings Him satisfaction and joy 

for us to be one with Christ.  He wants it to be that way.  He loves union-relating! 

 The Father got something that He wanted in the death, burial, and resurrection of 

His Son.  Such an understanding of our in Christ relationship goes far past the cross as a 

sin-forgiving implement.  Understanding in Christ reality brings to light the (apparently) 

hidden motives of God’s heart so that we can come to know Him better and therefore 

relate to Him more fully. 

 Before understanding the Father’s heart, the whole in Christ thing can seem so 

impersonal and far away.  Questions arise, such as, “Where is the love of God for me?”  

“What about God’s personal plan for my life?”  “Aren’t I supposed to have a personal 

relationship with the Lord?”  After understanding the Father’s heart, however, the 

believer comes to understand that the reason He put us in Christ is so that He could love 

us better, that we could be part of His plan, so that He could relate to us as sons of God 

by Christ.  To the Father, relating to us in Christ is as personal as it gets. 

 Nevertheless, let me say that these questions do have some merit, and they will be 

addressed in next month’s newsletter. 

 

 The Preeminence and Vastness of Completion 

 The in Christ relationship that we have been brought into is the crux God’s eternal 

plan, His intention for every human on the planet.  It is preeminent in God’s viewpoint 

and relationship with us and therefore is preeminent for us, too.  We never leave or 

outgrow this relationship.  We only continue to see it and relate by it in greater measure 

according to our seeing Christ.  In Christ is the believer’s beginning, source, home, 

identity, purpose, sense of value, righteousness, holiness, sonship, land, vision, and body.  

It is not a truth to master before graduating to more serious things.  It is the sum total of 

all that we are in Christ and all that Christ is made unto us.  What the Father wants from 

us can be found in Christ. 

 When a believer begins to comprehend the vastness of God’s eternal plan, it can be 

overwhelming.  Not only did the Father put us in Christ, He also put all that He is in 

Christ.  It is the meeting place of God and man.  As we begin to realize the vastness of 

this relationship, we set ourselves on a course to be utterly consumed in the beholding 

and manifesting of it. 

* * * 

  The reality of being in Christ is great and complete for two reasons: first of all, 

because Christ is great and complete.  Secondly, it is because His work on the cross is 

great and complete.  The greatness and completion of in Christ relating speak of Christ 

Himself.  Our participation adds nothing to it.  All we can do is behold Christ in His 

completion and permit the cross to take us out of the way.  We can believe into it and 

yield to it.  But in Christ, all glory goes to God while all else is brought to an end.   



Part Two: 

Christ in You—A Relationship in Progress 
 

 In my last newsletter, we explored the reality of being in Christ from several 

different angles.  We saw that since the Father conceived this relationship and the Son 

brought it about, it stands true, firm, and complete regardless of any believer’s 

acceptance of it or even of our very physical existence.  Because this relationship came 

out from Jesus and remains in Him, it cannot be touched or defiled by anything that is 

contrary to Christ.  This gives the believer who hides in Christ a stability and a security 

that cannot be rivaled by any other person or relationship. 

 This article is dedicated to exploring the relationship that we have with Christ in 

reference to Him being in us.  We can rejoice that we are in Christ all day long, but if 

Christ is not given a means of expression through us, His body, then much of what the 

Father intended to bring about through the cross will never come to be.  This is why the 

Lord did not bring forth the reality of being Christ in the work of the cross as a stand-

alone relationship.  He also brought forth the reality of Christ living in us. 

 

 A Relationship that Progresses 
 “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 

the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

–– Colossians 1:27 

 

  There is no progression in Christ.  The work is complete, and Jesus sat down at the 

right hand of the Father as evidence of that fact.  All that Father desires, Christ is.  All 

that the Father desires from us, Christ is.  In Christ, there is nothing for us to do but 

behold and believe into Him. 

 In Christ, our relationship is with the Father and with the Son.  With the Christ in 

you relationship, the Holy Spirit comes to the forefront as the member of the Godhead 

with whom we have to do.  This is because all that we received and entered into at new 

birth is not made evident to us at the initial prayer for salvation.  When we were born 

again, we were accepted into the fullness of the reality of being in Christ and Christ being 

in us.  From that moment on, the Father related to us as though we were in Christ, who is 

full and complete and seated at the right hand of the Father.  But we did not instantly bear 

the image of Christ from moment we received Him.  We had to be conformed to His 

image (cf. Rom. 8:29). 

 In the heart of the believer is where the work continues, for though the work in 

Christ is complete and He has sat down at the right hand of the Father, the Holy Spirit 

continues to labor to bring believers into this relationship in their understanding.  In the 

sense that this is where the work of God is carried on, this is where we find progression. 

 It is imperative for the believer to understand that Christ is in him from the moment 

he is saved.  The progression is not one of trying to get more of Christ inside the believer, 

but permitting a greater manifestation of Christ who lives in him.  Nor is there a 

progression in becoming more righteous, more loved of God, more holy, or even in 

growing closer to the Lord.  All of these aspects of our relationship with God are 

provided for in Christ, not in us.  In Christ, He is made unto us righteousness and holiness 



(cf. I Cor. 1:30).  In Christ, we are as close to the Father as we can possibly be (cf. Eph. 

1:6; 5:30). 

 There is much to be learned in this aspect of our relationship with Christ because 

now we are not only dealing with Him, we are also dealing with ourselves.  In this other 

side of our relationship with Christ – the in Christ reality being the first side – things such 

as the nature and life of Christ, faith, revelation, and the renewing of the mind come into 

play. 

  

 How Christ Is in You  
 “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 

God, and not of us.” 

–– II Corinthians 4:7 

 

  Christ is within the believer not as a little person hanging out somewhere inside the 

organ called your heart.  Rather, He is within the believer as his life, and He resides 

within the heart, the core of one’s being.  This is not a feeling or an intellectual idea but 

Christ Himself who resides within us in such a way that He is able to live out of us for all 

to see.  Such a very concrete and practical expression of Christ will be evident, for it will 

touch every area of one’s being, including motives, attitudes, thoughts, and actions. 

 Christ does not overcome every single area in the believer all at once, nor does the 

believer intellectually grasping the idea that Christ is in us or feeling a touch from the 

Lord make it any more so than it already is.  Rather, the believer must constantly look to 

the Lord in utter dependence moment by moment if there is to be a consistent expression 

of Christ.  To put it another way, Christ dwells in the core of our being by faith (cf. Eph. 

3:17).  This is why we see a learning process taking place within the believer, for he must 

learn to trust the Holy Spirit to lead and Christ’s life to live in every circumstance. 

 Christ will live out of the believer as the Father requires and as the believer allows.  

Since there is no formula for knowing how we are to handle every new circumstance by 

Christ, there is no way to know ahead of time how He will live through the believer until 

he finds himself in that very situation.  This means that he must be open to letting Christ 

live and learn Him as He expresses Himself in ways not before known by the believer. 

 Christ is in us whether we are aware of it at all times or not.  He is in every single 

believer no matter how carnal or spiritual they are.  Whether or not He will find a way to 

manifest through each believer is the issue at hand.  This is where progression comes in.  

It is expected that we grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. II Pet. 

3:18).  Such a statement points to the inherent need for development in our relationship 

with the Lord. 

 John spoke of fathers, young men, and children (cf. I Jn. 2:12-14), whose 

relationship with the Lord defined the level of their maturity.  This speaks of the believer 

progressing in the knowledge of the Lord, for the degree to which a believer lives and 

moves in union relating will define his maturity. 

 

 The Nature of the Life 

 The life of Christ has a specific quality to it that is different from all other forms of 

life, and this uniqueness of Christ’s life is often called the nature of Christ.  No other life 

behaves like the life of Christ does.  It is the most natural thing in the world to become 



angry with a person who has done you wrong.  Most people would not even blame you if 

you did something to get even with that person.  Jesus, on the other hand, naturally 

blesses when cursed, yields where others desire to have the mastery, and loves at all 

times.  It is not something He must try to do; it is in His nature to do so.  You can see 

how different His nature is from ours! 

 There are different passages of scripture that clearly describe the nature of Christ’s 

life.  I Corinthians 13:5-8 gives a very clear description of love, making evident to us our 

utter lack of that nature in and of ourselves.  It is the nature of Christ that is patient and 

kind, that does not boast or seek for self.  Even as we are spontaneously self-centered, 

even so is He spontaneously love. 

 II Corinthians 4:7-11 shows us that the life of Christ in us will naturally go into 

death for the brethren.  Not only can human nature do such a thing, it does not want to do 

it.  It does not even enter the mind that there might be such an opportunity.  But for Jesus, 

it is not only an opportunity but a way of life.  For Him, it is the most normal thing in the 

world to permit death to work in Him so that life might work in us.  If we give Christ an 

opportunity to live in us, He will manifest in this way on a regular basis. 

 If we try to understand how to live according to these passages of Scripture without 

the understanding that it can only be Christ in us doing the living for us to live this way, 

we will put ourselves under the law that will eventually drive us to despair, for it is 

impossible for humanity to live like Jesus loves.  It must be Christ living in us, or we will 

never truly love or lay down our lives for the brethren. 

 

 The Human Side 

 Earlier I mentioned that since Christ is in us, we have ourselves to deal with as well 

when moving in this aspect of our relationship with Christ.  Because we need to grow in 

the knowledge of Christ that He might be able to live through us, certain elements come 

into play that will help this to come about.   

 Since living in Christ and Christ living in us is a spiritual reality and relationship, it 

must be revealed by the Holy Spirit if we are to behold it and live in it.  This takes place 

in individual hearts as each believer develops a relationship with the Holy Spirit.  While 

Christ is revealed in an instant, the Holy Spirit continues to reveal Him repeatedly, thus 

renewing the believer’s mind and settling him in union relating. 

 Faith is another important aspect to the human side, for without faith, we find it 

impossible to live according to spiritual reality.  While we have faith from new birth, it 

must be developed and perfected over time (cf. Heb. 12:2).  As mentioned earlier, Christ 

dwells in our hearts by faith (cf. Eph. 3:17).  All things that come to us from God are 

received in faith, however, starting with our very salvation, so should it be any surprise 

that faith is a necessary element to be working in the believer for Christ to be expressed 

through us? 

 Along with the reality of Christ living in us comes such issues as guidance for every 

day decisions.  How to handle such things is a lingering question for some as they begin 

to learn of union relating.  Many find it difficult to reconcile a personal relationship with 

the Lord with in Christ relating because it seems so impersonal and far away from 

individual experience. 

 Since the cross, the Lord never sees believers apart from Christ.  While it is true 

that God loves everybody, His personal love for you has a different element to it than 



simply being a love for His creation because you carry His Beloved Son within you 

wherever you go.  He loves His Son more than anything or anyone, and everything that 

He orchestrates for our daily lives is based on the relationship of Christ in us, including 

the happy earthly things that He provides for us and the sorrows that He sends our way.  

Instead of trying to make decisions based on what is best for us personally, the Lord is 

considering where He wants His Son to live.  He sees you as a vessel with a treasure that 

He wants to give to others, so He will guide you into circumstances where you have the 

potential to manifest Christ.  Or He will guide you into circumstances where He can draw 

out your heart to be open to Christ being revealed and manifested.  Everything in day to 

day living is for the purpose of Christ coming forth. 

 

* * * 
  It is important to understand that the progression in the believer’s experience is not 

that of getting more of Christ into us but of knowledge and understanding that will 

ultimately result in a greater manifestation of Christ.  Christ is already in you and has 

been from new birth.  He cannot come to be in you any more over a period of time than 

you can become more the child of your natural parents over a period of time.  The 

progression in which we find ourselves is that of being conformed to the image of the 

Son and bearing fruit unto the Father.  There is a progression in our understanding and 

there is a progression in manifestation in this sense: the degree to which we see and 

believe into the raised Christ is the degree to which it will shape us, causing us to be 

conformed to the image of the Son, who will in turn express Himself through us.  To 

know Christ as He lives in and through us is the lifelong pursuit and purpose for every 

believer. 

 There will always be new ways for Christ to come out of us.  The Spirit will ever 

be drawing us onward into a greater view of Christ, permitting the life of Christ to cut 

new channels in us, His vessels, through which He might flow.  There will always be 

something that the Holy Spirit is dealing with in us.  In this sense, our walk will cause us 

to cover new ground, making our experience progressive.  Sometimes, we will 

experience failure in this journey.  Sometimes, we will be overjoyed as Christ comes 

through us in new ways.  At no time is the expression of Christ through the believer to be 

used as a basis of right standing with the Father.  Our standing before the Father is 

according to what is true in Christ, while we grow up into sons of God who show for the 

glory of God.   



Part Three: 

Putting It All Together 
 

 In the two previous newsletters, we explored the two sides of our relationship with 

the Lord: we in Christ and Christ in us.  We saw how being in Christ is being part of a 

relationship with our Heavenly Father that is stable and secure.  We cannot defile this 

relationship, for it was brought into being in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.  When 

Jesus sat down at the right hand of the Father, the work was complete.  All we can do is 

behold it and believe into it. 

 Next, we looked at how Christ living in us.  We saw that here personal experience 

comes into play: the mind is renewed and faith developed.  Christ is revealed and 

manifested.  We come to live as earthen vessels with a treasure inside.  There are ups and 

downs in this aspect of our relationship with the Lord, but the Father continues to guide 

us on the basis of the Son within, for wherever we go, we bring the Son’s life and nature 

with us. 

 In this newsletter, we will see how these two ways of relating to the Lord are 

actually two sides to one relationship.  This relationship is exactly what the Lord intended 

all along, and both parts are necessary for the well-being of the believer and for the glory 

of God to manifest and increase in the earth. 

 

 The Two Are One 

 No passage of scripture says it better than John 15:1-8, and although these verses 

are quoted many times, they bear repeating: “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 

me.  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 

bringeth  

forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”  Here we see both elements of 

relationship: we are in Christ, and Christ is in us.  Not only this, but we see clearly how 

the two are interrelated.  Each element of the relationship depends upon the other, and 

both are happening at the same time.  We abide in Christ the Vine.  As we do so, we 

partake of all that He is, and He flows in us. 

The direct outworking of this relationship is fullness, or fruit.  As we embrace this 

two-sided union in its entirety, there will be an overflow of life.  This overflow is Christ 

made manifest in the earth.  It is important to understand that both aspects of our 

relationship with Christ are necessary for fullness to come forth.  Emphasizing only one 

aspect or the other will not bring forth such an overflow of Christ.   

What is more, it is interesting to note how discriminating Jesus is in His judgment 

of our ability to produce or bring forth anything in the earth.  He does not recognize the 

believer to have produced anything at all outside of abiding in Christ and Christ 

simultaneously abiding in the believer.  The verse says, “without me ye can do nothing.”  

How could Jesus be referring to Himself other than how He as already described Himself 

in this passage: the Christ in whom we are and the Christ who dwells in us?  Without a 

complete two-sided union relationship, there is nothing brought forth that the Father or 

Son care to recognize.  They recognize in Christ relating, they recognize Christ living in 

the believer, and they recognize the increase that flows forth from it. 



 

Of, Through, and Unto 

“For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 

Amen.”  

— Romans 11:36 

 

  Tucked away between two weighty chapters in Romans lies this little verse, which 

deserves much attention on its own account.  It is especially pertinent to our search, in 

that it describes the very thing we are discussing: the fullness of our union relationship 

with Christ.  This verse concisely puts forth the eternal plan of God in a dozen words, 

beginning with “of Him”.  This union relationship began in the heart of the Father, and 

came out from His heart, His thought and intention, according to what brings Him 

pleasure (cf. Eph. 1:9).  All things in reference to His fullness and reality come out from 

Himself.  For us in the new creation, all things begin with God.  He is our source and 

beginning. 

 What came out from the Lord was that all things pertaining to the new creation 

should be through Christ.  In so doing, all spiritual blessings (cf. Eph. 1:3), even the very 

fullness of God (cf. Col. 1:19), were deposited in Christ, having flowed out from the 

heart of the Father.  If any one desires to come to the Father, he must come by way of 

Christ.  God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself (cf. II Cor. 5:19), and all 

who have believed into Christ find themselves to be in Christ.  This is their stand before 

God.  So we see that all things are through Christ. 

 Finally, all things pertaining to the new creation go back to God.  What originated 

in His heart came out from Him, through Christ His Son, and are then expressed, or 

manifested, back unto God.  This occurs in vessels who are abiding in Christ and Christ 

in them.  Christ always lives unto the Father, and because He is in us, so are we able to 

do (cf. Rom. 6:10-11).  Christ in us lives unto God, and He receives back in increase 

what He planted in His Son.  In this way, to Him shall be glory forever. 

 

Balance Necessary to Fullness 
  We have seen how important it is for a believer to embrace our union relationship 

with Christ in its entirety, for without the wholeness of Christ, there can be no increase of 

Christ.  To emphasize one aspect of union relating over the other results in an imbalance 

that the Lord did not intend and results in a walk that lacks a true expression of Christ. 

 The believer who emphasizes in Christ reality so as to eclipse the necessity for 

Christ to dwell in His vessels will find that he is in danger of having the theology of it 

while manifesting something contrary to it.  He fails to bear the image of Christ.  Such a 

believer does not feel the need to account for his actions or words because to him, they do 

not matter.  It only matters that he is in Christ.  Since Christ died, he died, and since 

Christ was raised up, he is also raised up.  What is in Christ is good enough for such a 

one and sees no need to address the disjointedness between the reality of Christ and his 

own manner of living.  No matter how passionately such a believer agrees with his 

position in Christ, he will not see an overflow of Christ, for Christ has had no room to 

dwell in him. 

 The believer who is only aware of Christ in him has the propensity to live in his 

experiences, thoughts, and feelings.  When Christ wants to express Himself by laying 



down His life for others, this poor believer will find himself in the depths of despair, 

wondering why God is treating him this way.  When Christ comes forth from this 

believer as resurrection, his soul is wildly high, drunk on his own good feelings and the 

honor of others.  Through it all, this one is aware of a nagging sense of discomfort that 

ranges from a sense of incompletion to outright feelings of failure and rejection.  Such a 

one never feels settled and secure, and indeed he is not, for completion and perfection are 

only to be found in Christ. 

 Our heavenly Father never meant for us to live in either of these ways.  Instead, 

He meant for us to embrace one union relationship with two sides: we in Christ and 

Christ in us.  It is to be a perfect marriage of both: we are to remain steady and secure in 

Christ, and therefore able to move with His life through the seasons of death and 

resurrection as the Lord desires.  Here we find Christ being made manifest in His 

completion no matter what the season or circumstances, even while we acknowledge our 

constant need for a greater view and manifestation of Him.  So even while there may be 

an ongoing need for revelation and conformity, fullness will still flow through us, giving 

glory to the Father.   

 


