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 One of the most difficult struggles for a believer is over how to remain unspotted by 

the world while still living in it.  Many methods have been employed with varying 

degrees of success, but too often these methods require the striving of the flesh.  To bring 

us into ascendancy over the pull of this world is most certainly the intent of the Holy 

Spirit, but He does not need our abilities to achieve it.  He knows that the key to living 

above is for Christ to be lifted up as our Life and identity, for only as we find our Life in 

Christ will we find the true liberty of the sons of God. 

 What joy there is to be had in discovering that God’s work on humanity’s behalf 

was truly accomplished at the Cross!  That which displeased the Father, He judged in the 

Person of His Son, thus effecting our death with Christ.  What delighted the Father’s 

heart, He raised up – again, this being His Son and us in Him.  There is no work left for 

us but to believe on Him whom God has sent.  Most of us have no issue with these 

statements; the problem lies in how what is true in heaven is to be made true in us every 

day.  How are we to make the transition from living a life that is centered upon self to 

living, moving, and having our being in Christ? 

 Any believer who searches out what the Scriptures have to say about the heart 

would discover what a weighty role it plays in moving from living in self to living in 

Christ.  Matthew tells us that the heart will be drawn to its treasure, wherever it may be 

(cf. Matt. 6:21).  If a person’s treasure is something material in nature, his heart will take 

up residence in the earth.  If, on the other hand, a believer’s treasure is in heavenly places 

in Christ, then his heart will be found there.  In Romans 6:17, Paul thanked God that the 

recipients of his letter obeyed from the heart their relationship with God by Christ, which 

in turn made Jesus’ death and resurrection a powerful reality in their own lives.  It can be 

said, then, that the heart will follow its treasure, and our place of abiding will follow the 

heart.  

 Colossians 3:1-4 is clear about where and upon whom our minds and sentiments 

should be fixed.  Since we have been raised with Christ, it is expected that we live where 

He lives, with all that that means – seeing as He sees, knowing as He knows, loving as 

He loves.  Since we are in Christ, how shall the Father not freely give us all things?  No, 

we will never again be separate from our risen Lord.  We were in Him in His death and 

burial; we are presently in Him in His resurrection and ascension.  Christ is our home 

now, so we ought to take up residence in the house He has so lovingly prepared by His 

death, burial, and resurrection. 

 The real issue now comes into focus.  There is a huge difference between being in 

Christ and actually living there.  We can agree together that we are in Christ while 

continuing in an earth-bound existence.  To live an earthly life does not mean to be 

dominated by wickedness.  There are plenty of endeavors to be found in the earth that 

honor the Lord, such as searching the Scriptures, prayer, and ministry.  Nevertheless, 

Paul exhorts us to remove our affections even from these things and transfer them to 

where Christ now dwells, for our affections will determine our place of residence. 

 In reading John chapters 14-17, it is evident where Jesus directed His affections .  “I 

go to my Father,” He said repeatedly.  Being with His Father seemed to hold His 

attention more than the huge task that lay immediately before Him!  He loved His Father 



above anything or anyone and remained attached only to Him throughout His earthly life.  

The manifestation of Jesus’ heavenly relationship through His words and works declared 

from where He came and where He was going. 

 Where our affections are placed, on the other hand, is not always so well-defined.  

How many sincere believers find themselves living in a piecemeal world made up of 

patches of earthly and spiritual fabrics that have been sewn together by the religious ideas 

of their own making?  Perhaps all of us do this at one time or another.  Such a state of 

existence can only come about by simultaneously casting our affections in two different 

directions.  We love the Lord, but we love earthly things, too.  We want the Lord to be 

glorified, but we have personal desires we want to realize.  We want to truly know the 

Lord, but there are so many other demands clamoring for our attention.   

 In being trapped between two worlds, our interests are divided, and we are living 

nowhere certain.  So we do the best we can, filling up our time and expending our energy 

upon a world which is always passing away.  In the meantime, the heart’s call for 

Someone of substance goes unanswered.  For some, the heart’s desire eventually weakens 

until its voice is drowned out by the noisy circumstances surrounding it.  For others, the 

longing remains but is denied when the believer turns to satisfy affections that seem more 

pressing.  Unintentionally, the heart is made captive to the earth and is in danger of being 

absorbed by it altogether.  

 It is possible to serve the Lord while living in spiritual dearth – at least, to the 

natural mind it is.  It is also possible to misplace our affections, overlooking the Christ in 

whom we are who is seated at the right hand of the Father for the Martha-like hustle and 

bustle that comes with Christian service.  But never is the labor of ministry or the 

blessedness of good earthly things to usurp the Person whom we serve.  Never should He 

have to compete for our love and affection.  Never should He have to wait in line behind 

the creation of His own making. 

 Living in Christ is the one true call of every person who has been born again, and 

we will make a complete transition in living situation as we direct our affections to where 

the Father is relating to us already.  As long as the risen Christ must contend for our 

hearts with things on the earth, we will never truly dwell where we belong.  We cannot 

sing the songs of Zion in a foreign land.  We cannot dwell in an earthly existence and 

manifest the Zion of God’s heart.  We will dwell in one place, or we will dwell in the 

other. 

 We have been raised with Christ; the Bible emphatically declares it.  The question 

is whether we will dwell there.  To do so takes a soul that is willing to put earth-existence 

behind it and wholeheartedly seek the things that are above.  Jesus belonged with the 

Father, and Jesus’ sentiment held him there.  We belong in Christ, and only as we set our 

affections upon Him will we dwell where He dwells.   

 We began with our valid concern over how to keep from being pulled down by 

the earth.  The answer is now clear: set your heart on Him who is above!  As Christ 

becomes your heart’s one desire, you will find yourself becoming a channel of Life and 

Light into the earth instead of being overcome by it. 

 
 

 


