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 Have you ever noticed that no matter how much of the Lord you learn, there 

remains a place inside that never seems to conform to His image?  You continue to grow 

in the Lord and make steps toward him.  Sometimes the presence of the Lord is so sweet 

that the experience eclipses for a time the resistant selfishness in you, but it resurfaces 

time and again when the circumstances are right.   

 Unhappily, many believers seem to manage just fine without ever noticing the 

contradiction, or if they do, they don’t seem too motivated to do much about it.  Others, 

however, do notice it far too often to let it pass.  For those who desire to know the Lord, 

such a divorce between one’s knowledge and one’s daily living can incite a discomfort 

and dissatisfaction in the soul that can at times seem to press the believer out of measure. 

 Perhaps some of you have even grown terribly dissatisfied with this breach within.  

Let us look at what Paul said concerning his pursuit of the Lord: “Yea, doubtless, and I 

count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord.”  

Instead of trying to gain knowledge, he was losing everything that wasn’t the knowledge 

of the Lord as fast as he could. 

 There is more to this verse than what may strike the casual reader.  It is in the 

losing, not the gaining, that we know Christ.  Such a means of winning Christ is not 

apparent to the unrenewed mind.  When a believer senses the stirrings of a desire for the 

Lord  

within him, he will usually set about to acquire that knowledge in much the same way a 

person might acquire enough finances to gain a piece of long wished-for merchandise.  

We see something we want, and we expend brain and muscle power to bring it into our 

possession. 

 Eventually, every seeking heart must come to learn that to pursue the knowledge of 

the Lord as if it is something to be amassed will cause the seeker to lose the essence of 

what knowing the Lord is.  The Lord is the I AM, not the I DO.  To know Him is a state 

of being, a relationship, a way of life, not the accumulation of knowledge.  To know the 

Lord is to LET Him BE in us.  This is what Paul meant when he said, “Let this mind be 

in you, which was also in Christ Jesus…”  (Phil. 2:5). 

 To know the Lord with true knowledge, a person must first lose that graspable, 

attainable thing he has glibly called the knowledge of the Lord.  Even if that knowledge 

was from the Lord, it must be permitted to pass away to make room for true knowledge: 

“And this is life eternal, that the might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom thou hast sent” (Jn. 17:3).  We are to let the mental knowledge give way to the 

knowing that IS life. 

 What must also be lost is the intention of making something of oneself by means of 

the supposed knowledge of the Lord.  Even the godly desire to have an impact in the 

earth, to make a difference, and to somehow render oneself useful must be let go of.  In 

this relationship of true knowledge is the simplicity of Christ.  Gone are the depths of the 

Scriptures, which, in spite of their great spirituality, still make something of someone (cf. 

I Cor. 8:1).  Such a subtlety somehow permits the self to remain intact and unchallenged 

while beholding the very cross that brought it to nothing. 



 True spiritual knowledge causes us to be changed into the same image as Him 

whom the viewer is beholding (cf. II Cor. 3:18).  How can one who is truly, irrevocably 

changed still maintain and even nourish that unyielding core of self?  It is not possible.  

True knowledge, then, is not spiritual insight that makes something of the receiver, but 

knowing Christ as the Father knows Him. 

 Abraham is as good an example as we can find of what it means to know the Lord.  

Isaiah called Abraham the friend of God.  What it was that Abraham accomplished, 

exactly?  He moved to a new country, and he had a child.  That does not sound like much 

of a ministry.  In light of the busy Christian culture of our day, Abraham accomplished 

nothing at all for the Kingdom, but in God’s eyes, Abraham was a good friend.  Even 

though Abraham was “unproductive”, he had entered a relationship of closeness with the 

Lord that singled him out from the rest of the human population.   

 What is more, after having been singled out, he was given the unique honor of 

being one of the Lord’s chief vessels in the earth for realizing His plan.  It was 

Abraham’s weakness, even his nothingness, that brought increase, not the acquisition of 

knowledge. 

 To obtain something for oneself, especially by means of striving, is the embodiment 

of the arm of the flesh.  How can we employ human methods and expect to achieve the 

divine goal, the high call of God in Christ Jesus?  To know the Lord, we must walk the 

same path that the Lord Himself walks – the path of loss.  

 Perhaps all of this sounds a little too mystical.  Be as skeptical as you want, but 

please keep in mind that God is Spirit, not flesh.  His ways are not our ways, neither His 

thoughts, our thoughts.  The Lord does not rob us of our ideas about Him in order to 

impose His own upon us.  Instead, He deals with us, He draws us, and He waits for 

someone to be so desirous of knowing Him that they become open to a new kind of 

knowledge.  
 

 


